
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

 

Symphony Nova Scotia and PEI Artists to Perform  
‘A Sound Celebration’ During East Coast Music Week 2011 

 

Concert Launches the 2011 Cultural Capital of Canada Designation  
for the City of Charlottetown  

 

(Charlottetown, February 18, 2011) - The East Coast Music Association (ECMA) in partnership with the City 
of Charlottetown – a designated Cultural Capital of Canada – Symphony Nova Scotia, and Music PEI will 
present ‘A Sound Celebration’ to officially kick-off East Coast Music Week 2011 and formally launch the 
2011 Cultural Capital of Canada programming. 
 
‘A Sound Celebration’ will feature solo and collaborative performances by Symphony Nova Scotia under 
Music Director Bernhard Gueller and Resident Conductor Martin MacDonald, and Prince Edward Island 
artists Jenn Grant, Meaghan Blanchard, Paper Lions, Richard Wood and Vishtèn.   
 
The announcement of this new, compelling concert was made at Charlottetown City Hall this morning, 
along with the scope of the 2011 Cultural Capital of Canada programming for the City of Charlottetown. 
 
"As Minister of the Department of Tourism and Culture, I recognize the important role that Arts, Culture 
and Heritage play in attracting visitors to Prince Edward Island” said Minister Robert Vessey, “and I want to 
congratulate the City of Charlottetown on their designation as one of three Cultural Capitals of Canada in 
2011". 
 
 “We are proud of this prestigious designation, awarded for merit by the Department of Canadian 
Heritage,” says Mayor Clifford Lee.  “It is a reflection of our talented and creative community, and their 
commitment to supporting the advancement of arts and culture in our city.  Our launch events will create 
extraordinary memories for those in attendance, and leave lasting legacies with the Island performers 
stemming from their collaborative work with Symphony Nova Scotia.”  
 
“ECMA’s inaugural collaboration with Symphony Nova Scotia – one of Canada’s premier professional 
orchestras – truly fulfills ECMA’s priority to develop and forge innovative and long term cultural partnerships 
that contribute to our members and our industry,” says Su Hutchinson, Executive Director of the East Coast 
Music Association.  Hutchinson adds that the concert is certainly extra special at a time where 
Charlottetown is being highlighted.  “The fact that this has been born in Charlottetown – and launches the 
City’s Cultural Capital celebrations - ensures a foundation for a world class evening of music, entertainment 
and cultural exchange.” 

 

"All of us here at Symphony Nova Scotia are thrilled about this partnership," says Eric Mathis, Director of 
Operations with Symphony Nova Scotia. "One of our goals as an orchestra is to connect, collaborate, and 
learn from the huge diversity of artistic talent we have here in Atlantic Canada - so it's a real privilege to be 
partnering with the ECMA and these fantastic PEI artists for this concert. As a musician and Islander 
myself, I can speak for my colleagues (many of whom spend their summers playing in the Charlottetown 
Festival) when I say that we can't wait to come back and perform for our friends and neighbours in PEI."

 

 

 

 



“Music PEI is extremely proud to partner with The City of Charlottetown, ECMA and Symphony Nova Scotia 
to present this exciting celebration of Island artists and their music,” says Rob Oakie, Executive Director of 
Music PEI.  “It is a unique career opportunity for the artists, offers a diverse line-up, and will be one of the 
musical highlights of the year.” 
 

The concert will take place in the Confederation Centre of the Arts’ Homburg Theatre on Thursday, April 14 
at 8:00pm.  Tickets are available for purchase at the Confederation Centre’s box office or online at 
www.confederationcentre.com. A limited amount is also available via ticketpro.ca. 
 

East Coast Music Week 2011 will take place in Charlottetown, PEI, from April 13-17.  The event is part of 
the ECMA's mandate to foster, promote and develop East Coast music.   

 

Other Cultural Capital of Canada programming for the City of Charlottetown, under the designation’s 
theme, Perspectives 2011, Celebrating Sense of Place, includes: 
 

Pen & Inkling Festival and other Literary Events 
Coordinated by the Prince Edward Island Writers’ Guild, a series of events and initiatives celebrating and 
supporting literary arts in the Cultural Capital:  Introduction of French student submissions accepted for the 
Island Literary Awards; an extensive Writers in Schools program connecting published Island authors with 
students in the two Charlottetown families of schools (30 school visits); and a compelling Literary event, 
the Pen & Inkling Festival, featuring workshops, readings, the Island Literary Awards, songwriters’ circle, 
lectures, book launches, exhibits, and guest reading and lecture by one of Canada’s leading Native authors.  
(September 30 – October 2, 2011) 
 

ART Trail 

A new “nuit blanche” inspired one-day summer event highlighting the city’s unique community of artists, 
heritage spaces, public squares and parks, exhibition venues, and diverse cultural traditions.  Tentatively 
titled the ART Trail and focused on visual arts, street performance, cultural installations and artistic 
demonstrations, the event will take participants on a journey through the city from green spaces to urban 
settings, with outstanding and engaging cultural opportunities at every turn.   
 
In partnership (non-exhaustive) with the Confederation Centre Art Gallery; The Guild; This Town is Small; the Island Media Arts Co-
op; Carrefour de l’Isle-Saint-Jean, Les Francofolies de Charlottetown and their community partners; the Native Council of Prince 
Edward Island;  The Mi’kmaq Confederacy of Prince Edward Island; private galleries  - and other partners as planning unfolds.  
 

Aboriginal Garden 
An Aboriginal display of heritage, traditions and culture, showcasing Aboriginal peoples’ close bonds with 
nature and extensive knowledge of plants, and providing opportunity to broadly share this wisdom and 
know-how.   The City, Parks & Recreation Department, Native Council of PEI and Mi’kmaq Confederacy of 
PEI are in discussions to determine the design and location of this display within the downtown network of 
public parks and green spaces. 
 

Francofolies de la Capitale culturelle 
In celebration of this year’s designation, the Carrefour de l’Isle Saint-Jean, Les Francofolies de 
Charlottetown and their community partners are preparing an extensive program under the umbrella theme 
of « Les Francofolies de la Capitale culturelle », where Acadian and francophone heritage, culture and 
talent will be featured in a series of events throughout the year, celebrating this rich contribution to the 
cultural strength of the community.   The Cultural Capital of Canada program will support a French cultural 
festival and new youth arts project, le Festival de la rentrée, scheduled for this fall.  
 

Film & Interactive Digital Media Productions – “Through my Eyes” Legacy Series 
In partnership with the Island Media Arts Co-op, the Island Film Factory and the Interactive Media Alliance, 
the City’s Cultural Capital of Canada programming will support production of five new short film and 
interactive digital media works from local creators, featuring the designation theme and reflecting 
Charlottetown.  These works will become lasting documents of Charlottetown’s cultural identity and 
creativity.  The selected projects will be announced at the Island Media Arts Festival in May, and presented 
at a special screening event in the fall – potentially as an opening or closing event to the Pen & Inkling 
Festival. 



The Cultural Capital of Canada designation will also support two exceptional programs at the 
Confederation Centre of the Arts: 1) the expansion of Arts Discovery Days – allowing the program to 
expand to a wider range of schools, increasing from 15 to 54, and offering “Discovery Days” in French as 
well as in English – and 2) a brand new Young Company production, The Talking Stick, respectfully 
telling our First Peoples’ stories, using music, dance and spoken word to remind all people of the great 
diversity and surprising commonalities of our First Nations communities.  Aboriginal and First Nations 
students from every province and territory are invited to audition for the twelve roles with the expectation 
that P.E.I. students will show great interest and pride in the production.  
 
The Closing Gala Celebrations are promising as Music PEI presents an inspiring tribute to the most 
successful songwriter to call PEI home, Gene MacLellan.  The concert will be held at the historic Zion 
Presbyterian Church in the centre of Charlottetown and will feature an all-star line-up of East Coast and 
Island artists including Ron Hynes, Lennie Gallant and of course Gene MacLellan’s highly successful and 
charismatic daughter, Catherine MacLellan, along with other exciting Island rising stars.  (Taking place in 
January 2012 as the Opening Concert of Music PEI Week 2012). 
 
Other designation initiatives include: 
 
Urban Planning Workshops, with focus on Preservation of Historic Buildings and Landmarks, and 
Sustainable Development. 
 
Expansions to DiverseCity, presented by the PEI Association for Newcomers to Canada, including 
additional cultural demonstrations and a tent to house new activities, exhibits and displays. 
 

Studio & Gallery Tour: Brochure, Map & Open House Programming. 
 

“Arts in the City” Program – new commissioned Public Art by local artists. 
 

The Cultural Capital of Canada programming for 2011 is made possible through financial contributions by 
the Department of Canadian Heritage, the City of Charlottetown and the Province of Prince Edward Island’s 
Department of Tourism and Culture, along with numerous creative community partnerships. 
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Media Contacts: 
 
Stephen MacDougall     Ken Beattie 
Communications Coordinator    ECMA Publicist 
East Coast Music Week 2011    Killbeat Music 
communicationcoord@ecma.com   kb@killbeatmusic.com 
(902) 892-7553     (647) 654-7146 
 
Beth Johnston      Rob Oakie 
Communications Officer     Executive Director 
City of Charlottetown     Music PEI 
bjohnston@city.charlottetown.pe.ca    roboakie@musicpei.com 
(902) 629-4102     902-894-6734 
 

 


