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COLLECTIVE INTRICACIES – in spite of its title, this exhibition is a celebration of 
individuality. There are two popular �ereotypes surrounding people of 
African descent that are widely adhered to. One is the narrative that we are 
all one people with one culture ignoring the fact that we all come from 
different places and different backgrounds, with different cultures and 
traditions, and we all live through different experiences. The other, is the 
labelling of things that we do, feel, or create as “Black” – Black music, 
Black joy, Black a� – as if to imply that, rather than a diverse group of 
humans, we are in�ead nothing more than a genre in and of ourselves to be 
emulated and commodified. In the face of these �ereotypes, this exhibition 
attempts to combat these narratives that dictate that there is only one way 
to “be Black”. This exhibition pays homage to the intricate details of our 
various cultures, upbringings, and lived experiences that create, within each 
of us, our own di�inct �rengths, weaknesses, �yles, and our own brands 
of creativity. Through this exhibition, I celebrate the collective individuality of 
PEI’s Black a�i�s. 

– Tamara Steele, Curatorial Statement
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Caribbean a�i�, Shawna Gibson, also known as Baha Royalty, �a�ed making 

music and visual a� professionally in her teenage years. She attended Holland 

College where she �udied Theatre Performing A�s. A� is therapeutic, not a 

hobby, but a life�yle for her. She sees it from an ultra reali�ic perspective and 

uses it as a means of communication.

Don’t think about it. If it feels good, do it.

A collection of self enhancement and self tru�. Allowing my a�i�ic maturity to 

flourish.

BAHA ROYALTY

Li� of works:

-Competing with myself, series of paintings in acrylic on 

canvas and fabric, sizes variable, 2018-2022



i
n

t
r

p
s

p
e

c
t

i
o

n

Che�er Hewlett, originally from Ghana, fir� discovered his ability to draw in the 

fou�h grade. With no prior a� lessons, he was able to do more with his hands 

than anyone could have imagined. He continues to explore his talent and has a 

pa�icular fascination with nature, from the mighty waterfalls to the tiny 

butterflies. 

Even though I received inspiring feedback for my work, the suppo� sy�em for 

creatives like me in the society I grew up in were limited. I had a sketchbook full of 

my drawings with no one to show. Everything kept on hold by the pandemic and 

finally being able to buy an iPad have allowed me to rediscover the fir� passion I 

developed growing up. I love to capture emotions through po�rait and ab�ract 

a�, telling people �ories that can change their perspectives of life. I �a�ed my 

career in July 2021, and I realize it is the be� pa� of me.

CHESTER HEWLETT

Li� of works:

-BREATHING SPACE, digital print on paper, 20 x 16 in, 2022

-PATTERNS OF THOUGHTS, digital print on paper, 16 x 12 in, 2021

-EYE TO EYE, digital print on paper, 20 x 16 in, 2022

-INTROSPECTION, digital print on paper, 20 x 16 in, 2022

-UNYIELDING, digital print on paper, 20 x 16 in, 2022

-COSMIC LIBERTY, digital print on paper, 20 x 16 in, 2022

-DREAMING, digital print on paper, 16 x 12 in, 2022

-UNSETTLED, digital print on paper, 16 x 12 in, 2022

-FEELINGS, digital print on paper, 16 x 12 in, 2021
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A�i�. Political Scienti�. Activi�. 

Heal the World.

KING KXNDI

Li� of works: 

-Divine Muva, print on scrim vinyl, 92.2 x 72 in, 2022
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Ma�ology is a Nigerian born multi-disciplinary a�i�, writer and self-develop-

ment enthusia� based in Prince Edward Island. His observations on our collec-

tive human condition and his general obsession with self-development inspires 

his work. 

Creating and learning is my purpose and my goal is to share my perspectives, in 

hopes that it encourages genuine connection and discussions wherever it is 

received. Animation represents freedom to me, and it provides me with an 

oppo�unity to tell my �ories, however I choose. I deeply enjoy and value that 

sense of freedom and it is from this appreciation that 2cents was born. 2cents 

is my series of animated parody shots - It is my hone� take on societal and 

personal issues. My intention was to provide an oppo�unity to look differently 

and (maybe laugh) at mo� of the issues that plague us as a community and as 

a generation.

MARTOLOGY

Li� of works:

-Be Careful  Where You Sneeze, 15 sec., animation, 2022

-2022, 15 sec., animation, 2022

-LABELS, acrylic on canvas, 16 x 20 in, 2022
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Based in Prince Edward Island, Sammo Mossa was born in the land of a thousand 

hills (Rwanda). Having never taken his a� seriously, the pandemic pushed him to 

take his craft to the next level by moving from paper to canvas.

SAMO� is an abbreviation for “same old sh*t”, used colloquially by a�i�s Al 

Diaz and Jean-Michel Basquiat. It was fir� developed as a comic book charac-

ter that doubled as a made-up religion, while the two were �ill high school 

�udents in We� Village, New York City.

Sammo Mossa is a tribute to the universe created by two a�i�s that I look up to. 

An attempt to expand their made-up religion into a cult.

SAMMO MOSSA

Li� of works (L-R): 

-Hermit, mixed media painting on canvas, 35 x 24 in, 2021

-One night �and, mixed media painting on canvas, 35 x 24 

in, 2022

-PDP, mixed media painting on canvas, 26 x 48 in, 2021

-Bell Hooks, mixed media painting on canvas, 35 x 24 in, 

2021

-Marseille, mixed media painting on canvas, 35 x 24 in, 2022

-Lagrimas Negra, mixed media painting on canvas, 35 x 24 

in, 2021



This exhibition is a pa�nership between this town is 

small and Eptek A� & Culture Centre and is made 

possible with the suppo� of the PEI Culture Action Plan 

through Innovation PEI. 

Tamara Steele, Curator

Tamara Steele is a local musician, former gallery 

admini�rator, and the Executive Director of the Black 

Cultural Society of PEI.

this town is small (TTIS) is Prince Edward Island’s 

a�i�-run centre, e�ablished in 2010. TTIS suppo�s 

contemporary a� practices by presenting exhibitions, 

residencies, workshops, a�i� talks, and more, across 

PEI. As a spaceless organization, TTIS has developed 

diverse and suppo�ive pa�nerships, providing profes-

sional oppo�unities for a�i�s and making connec-

tions with the public. www.thi�ownissmall.com 

Eptek A� & Culture Centre is an exhibition facility and 

community hub that features temporary exhibitions of 

a�, fine craft, hi�ory, science, and culture. Also on 

site is a gift shop featuring Island a�, fine craft and 

books on Island themes, as well as a permanent 

exhibition on the hi�ory of Summerside. Eptek Centre 

is a site of the PEI Museum and Heritage Foundation. 

www.peimuseum.ca
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Exhibition title and name fonts were designed by a group of Black type 

designers based in Paris and include BackOut by Frank Adebiaye & Ariel 

Ma�in Pérez, Grotesk by Frank Adebaiye, and Format1452 by Frank Adebaiye 

& Anton Moglia.

Thank you to the a�i�s, curator Tamara Steele, and various �aff members 

that suppo�ed the production of this exhibition. 

A group exhibition curated  by Tamara Steele

COLLECTIVE INTRICACIES

Designed by Chrysler Hewlett


